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  While it is true that structure is the crux of 
success for any band, it’s hard to ignore the 
cookie-cutter aspect of ACIDIC’s sophomore 
album Getting Lucky. Post-punk bands are 
defined by their evolution from the primeval, 
tri-chord tirades of the '70s and '80s to the 
musically refined, artistically emphatic “neo-
rebels” of the '90s on. The band’s musical 
influences are manifold, ranging from Green 
Day to Black Sabbath, yet they seem to struggle 
for the aforementioned post-punk sound.
   The work of rhythm guitarist Mike Gossard 
and drummer Matt Whitaker is decent, but it 
could take on new levels if the vocals weren’t 
so limited. There is some rhythmic growth on 
the album, as tracks “Liar” and “Strata Red” 
have some flair, but there is not enough variety 
for the album to be truly distinct. A little dash of 
dynamics will prove to be very advantageous to 
the band in the future. 
  

  As a necessary blow to their alternative hip-
hop aficionados, N.E.R.D.'s three-year hiatus 
was a painful one to endure, only to re-emerge 
with their successful Star Trak Records label 
and Seeing Sounds, which sold more than 
800,000 copies in its opening week. 
   Nothing is N.E.R.D.'s  fourth studio album 
and is due Sept. 7. The album's single “Hot-
n-Fun,” featuring Nelly Furtado, sounds 
more like a funky bass guitar etude coupled 
with syncopal guitar chords and vocal fills 
by Furtado than anything else. That isn't to 
say the single is utterly horrible. The song 
is surely a club thumper, and as front man 
Pharrell Williams alludes to in the vocals, 
it's meant to be felt, not pondered. It's now 
become evident that William's role is aligned 
more with producer as opposed to composer, 
but there isn't any outstanding evidence 
showing that Nothing will suffer from it at all.  

  Fresh out of the prison system for the second time 
and ripe with material, T.I.'s newest upcoming 
album, King Uncaged, touches on “a lot of things 
that went down in his absence,” according to the 
Georgia rapper's official statement during a press 
conference. 
   While not an official single, T.I.'s «I'm Back» is 
the first recorded track since his return and gives 
listeners a taste of his frustration with a member 
of his crew instead of a recount of his prison term. 
This, in purely musical terms, shows his maturity 
and willingness to resolve matters near and abroad 
without hesitation. While the album cover seems 
somewhat bland, the content looks to please 
veterans and novices alike as collaborations with 
Lady Gaga and Eminem decorate the track listing. 
King Uncaged is due in stores Aug. 24.

   Hot, cold or just plain loopy, Katy Perry is going places, or maybe she's just 
staying on the West Coast. Either way, it's easy to see how the single from Teenage 
Dream, “California Gurls,” featuring Snoop Doggy Dog, might be eponymous with 
Summer 2010. The electronic-beat infused track is enticing, and the song overall is 
catchy, but there is still no real development. That's not going to stop pop music lovers 
from listening to the song/album, considering that genre is contemporarily staggered 
with musical simplicity. However, one must give credit where it's due and Perry seems 
to step it up from her previous work this time around. The video for “California Gurls” 
does have some finesse amid its fanatical Candy Land theme, but that may be due to 
Snoop's presence as senior artist. Teenage Dream is due Aug. 24.

   Despite sharing a name with one of Soundgarden's B-side songs, Hands All Over will be the third studio 
album to stem from the minds of Maroon 5 and is due Sept. 21. The album was recorded in collaboration 
with producer John “Mutt” Lange in his Switzerland studio, with lead guitarist/vocalist Adam Levine 
likening the experience to the Lord of the Rings series in an interview with Entertainment Weekly.  
   Revenge-laden, passive-aggressive lyrics define this summer hit, as Maroon 5's new single “Misery” 
shows discipline in regards to musical style, as if the name doesn't imply enough already. If the single says 
anything about the album, expect a mix of pop, funk and rock all in a shrink-wrapped track list.
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