
M
usical growth is the essence of any band's 
tenured success, but it's more than just trying 
to outperform one's previous work or expand 
the ideas of certain musical influences. It's 
about taking what one has established and 
building upon it with new experiences, 

something the Goo Goo Dolls have learned after 24 years. 
   Something For the Rest of Us is the ninth studio album for the 
New York-based trio and is slated for release Aug. 31. It represents 
the unspoken issues that people are facing in America's economic 
downturn, and the advancement of a journey for “a bunch of guys who 
are still learning music,” according to bassist Robby Takac. 
   “We've been putting out records since 1986, and if you listen to our 
first album of that year and the last one we just put out, they're nearly 
unrecognizable,” Takac said. “I think [the album] is just the next 
comfortable stride we can make in our development.” 
   The Goo Goo Dolls returned to the garage they used to play in as kids 
in Buffalo, New York, to begin composing their latest album. 
   After they decided to rebuild it to studio-grade specifications and 
started the writing and tracking process, they knew exactly what to 
do next. From there, the tracks were produced by Tim Palmer (David 
Bowie, Pearl Jam, U2) and Butch Vig (Green Day, Foo Fighters, 

Nirvana) in Los Angeles along with an abundance of engineers. 
   The gambit was ambitious, but was far from smooth sailing. 
   “After listening to some stuff, we decided we'd go in and fix a few 
things. Before we knew it, the lid blew off and we were knee-deep in 
overdubs again, so we pretty much redid the whole record and had to 
spend even more time on it,” Takac said.  
   In between studio sessions, they’ve played  at least 50 shows in 
support of the future album, according to Takac, and are really excited 
for its release. 
   The first track on the album, “The Sweetest Lie,” is currently the 
opening song on the Goo Goo Dolls’ concert set list and is Takac’s 
favorite, describing it as very upbeat and “Motown-esque.”  
   In conjunction with touring through Aug. 29, the Goo Goo Dolls 
are currently filming a promotional video to supplement the recently 
released iTunes single “Home” and plan on touring internationally 
sometime after the new album's release. They are relegating the bulk of 
their support efforts to word-of-mouth traffic for the most part though, 
as the parent corporation of their label, Warner Music Group, has 
international subsidiaries and will release it worldwide, giving them all 
the support they need. 
   “We used to stagger the [tour] dates, but not so much anymore. Once 
it's out there, it's out there,” Takac said. 
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