
Deftones
Revitalized and Ready for Action 

A tragic accident involving a close friend would test 
anyone’s will to endure. Deftones have surely passed 
that test with their latest album Diamond Eyes, proving 
that just because they are deeply wounded doesn’t mean 

they’re down for the count.
    With bassist Chi Cheng currently hospitalized in a coma after 
a car accident in 2008, and Eros left in limbo until further notice, 
Deftones ended up halting production for nearly two months, 
ultimately recruiting ex-Quicksand bassist Sergio Vega as a 
placeholder for Cheng. 
    “When the accident happened, we had no idea what was going to 
transpire as far as the band or the music we were working on or had 
just finished were concerned. When we got back together and finally 
started to jam, Diamond Eyes is what happened,” keyboardist Frank 
Delgado said, feeling that the album is a direct and positive response 
to the event.
    It could have turned out differently, however, as Deftones didn’t 
have a “master plan” at that point and were expecting more logistical 
problems to arise from Cheng’s absence in terms of touring and 
other affairs.
    They decided to take a chance on themselves and avoid the “doom 
and gloom” attitude altogether, which clearly worked out.
    “Honestly, what could have happened was we get back together, 

we call Sergio to jam, write one more song, add it to Eros and then 
put that out, hire someone to play Chi’s part, but that didn’t happen,” 
Delgado explained. “What happened was we got together and songs 
were just coming out a song per day for a few weeks, and that hasn’t 
happened in long time.”
    According to Delgado, the majority of the record was finished in 
less than a month, which is probably a credit to the strong musical 
similarities between Vega and Cheng.
    “They’re not too different from each other, really. They’re both 
pretty open to what they listen to and the only real difference is 
that [Vega] uses a pick, which is noticeable at times but if you 
don’t know much about playing bass you wouldn’t be able to tell,” 
Delgado said.
    Delgado said that Diamond Eyes is their best record to date, 
describing it as cathartic, organic and still contemporarily relevant. 
    While they don’t have any benefit concerts currently planned for 
Cheng’s recovery aside from the two they’ve already done, Delgado 
said a dollar from each ticket and merchandise sold will be donated 
to him on the next run of concerts.
    In the meantime, Deftones are scheduling club shows until the 
“BlackDiamondSkye” tour in the fall with Alice in Chains and 
Mastodon takes place. They will be launching an official support 
tour for Diamond Eyes soon after.

By Derin A. Richardson, CSUF
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