
  The heavy rain didn’t deter any of the musicians and their 
girlfriends/boyfriends from strutting down the red carpet at the 2010 
Orange County Music Awards at the Grove in Anaheim Saturday, 
March 6. Armed with umbrellas and enthusiasm, most of the 
nominees stopped for photo ops in the inclement weather. 
   It’s probably safe to say Orange County is a whole nation of its own 
for musicians. Some of the most popularly acclaimed music artists in 
the world seem to come from here, including No Doubt, Lit, Sugar 
Ray, and Stone Temple Pilots. Never forgetting, of course, the more 
local artists of the O.C. as well that people worship as gods, like 
Saosin, Thrice, and The Adolescents to name a few.
   It’s both the nostalgia of their hometowns and the support of local 
music that beseeches their attendance to the event’s 9th annual run. 
“No where do you see local bands supporting other upcoming bands 
than in the O.C.,” KROQ FM’s Psycho Mike said, host for this year’s 
awards.
   The event was dedicated to all the O.C. musicians who died in 
2009, with a video montage of their early years shown in memory of 
their achievements.
   Live performances between the awards from Melanoid, Billy 
Kernkamp, The Steelwells, Blok, The Dirty Heads featuring Rome 
of Sublime, Soul Hustlers, Dusty Rhodes & The River Band and Lit 
shook to stage to pieces through the night behind an effulgent “O.C. 
Music Awards” spotlight banner.
   “I didn’t really know what to expect, since I’ve never been to 

anything like this in Orange County. It was bigger than I expected to 
be,” freelance photographer Mary Bell said. Bell took photographs on 
behalf of her friend Billy Kernkamp, who won Best Live Acoustic.
   Lit’s acoustic commemorative performance honored their fallen 
drummer Allen Shellenberger, 39, who passed away from a brain 
tumor August 13 last year. A short promotional video by the Music 
for a Cure organization featuring lead singer and lead guitarist A. Jay 
and Jeremy Popoff was shown prior to the performance. “Tonight’s 
gonna be a cooler way to honor him amongst our music peers in 
Orange County, performing along with the tribute video we made. We 
had rehearsal earlier and its pretty touching,” A. Jay Popoff said, in 
reference to Shellenberger. “Singing the song while watching pictures 
of Al flash by kinda feels like the scab is being pulled off a little bit.”
   The O.C. Impact Award was presented to Sugar Ray for their 
influence on the local music scene, along with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award going to Jim Washburn, music critic for L.A. 
Times and the O.C. Register, for his endeavors as both a musician and 
a journalist.
   Winners absent from the ceremony were The Adolescents, who won 
Best Punk for their 1981 debut album colloquially known as The Blue 
Album, and Atreyu, who won Best Metal.
   The People’s Choice Award went to experimental rock band Duress, 
along with Best Album going to Thrice for Beggars, and Best Song 
going to Steelwells for “El Capitan.”Music Awards 
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