
Tip #5 
Keep your nuts tight!

Do not make the assumption that 
the screws and nuts will remain 

unrattled after they are set in 
place by the factory. The most 

commonly loosened part on the 
electric guitar after extended use 
is the nut on the one-fourth in. 
input, jack, as it is constantly 

being used to accommodate the 
large, one-fourth in. instrument 
cable in its cavity. Keeping this 
nut tightened will prevent the 

retraction of the input jack into 
body and having to open the 
control cavity to fish it out.

Tip #4 
Change is good for the relationship

Even with advanced preservation, strings need to be 
changed eventually. The rule of thumb is every three 

months, but if you are an advanced player and are 
good at storing your instrument, the time period can 
extend much further than that. Experimenting with 

different brands of strings is always encouraged, but 
using the same gauge of strings across the strata of 
different tunings is not. If you like the safety and 

twang of standard tuning, lower gauges like 0.09 and 
0.08 are your style. However, if you like the edgier 
feel of lower tunings, higher gauges like 0.10 and 
higher will suit your fancy. Extremely low or high 
gauges will also require truss rod adjustment, FYI.
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Keeping Your Gear Rockin’

Let’s face it, the college life is defined by subsistent living. Top Ramen 
noodles one week, Chef Boyardee ravioli the next. Making the most of what 
you have by stretching the dollar is the cardinal rule in the collegiate way of 
life, and it is just as true for the student/starving artist. So for you guitarists out 
there, here are a few tips on how to keep that guitar standing on its last leg. 

Follow these 
simple tips and 

you’ll be enjoying 
your gear for 
years to come.

Tip #1

Keeping it clean makes it perform pristine

This is a very commonly overlooked fact, but keeping the 

guitar clear of dust, sweat and oil from the hand actually 

improves the tonality when plugged into an amp. Dust 

tends to cloud the pickups of an electric guitar, interfering 

with reception of the vibrations made by the strings 

when they are struck. The leftover corporal sweat and oil 

after playing degrade the fret board over time, causing 

discoloration and erosion of the wood. Extensive cleaning 

of the board in between string changes is a good idea as 

well. Wiping the fret board and the strings down with a dry 

cloth after playing will preserve and extend the life of both.

Tip #2 
Lube it up, make it glide

Aside from cleaning the organic impurities 
on the fret board, keeping the strings and fret 
board lightly coated with a silicone-based or 
white mineral oil will keep the guitar in good 
working order. The idea is not to drench it in 

the oil, but to wipe the board down before use 
and after cleaning it to keep it fresh. Aside 
from that, the oil will also transfer to the 

fingertips to make it easier to slide to difficult 
notes without being inhibited by a dry or dirt-

clogged board.

Tip #3 
Cover it up when not in use

Guitar stands are amazing utilities and will save you from lamenting the utter 
destruction of your instrument from your own indiscretion in leaving it propped 

against a wall or laying it on the floor. However, it must be noted that you are only 
delaying the inevitable when you leave it on the stand for invariable amounts of time, 

considering the nature of the environment around it is unforgiving. Exposure to air 
will oxidize the strings in a short period of time, making them sound flat or dull. The 
air will also dry out the board if left out over a long period of time. If you’re going to 
leave it out, at least get the guitar’s truss rod adjusted to suit the drastic changes in the 
temperatures of the seasons so that it doesn’t crack on you. The truss rod dictates the 
amount of bow the guitar has when looking at the neck from a side view. Storing the 

instrument in a bag when not in use will keep the guitar luthier at bay.

Tip #6
 The Louder it is, the more it hurts
Amplifiers are meant to be loud, as 

their name implies. However, it is good 
practice to keep your amp at sustainable 

levels during private rehearsals, as 
they tend to wear out quickly at high 

volumes. Tube amps, in particular, sound 
incredibly warm because of the tubes 
they employ in their power sections. 

These tubes are also quite sensitive to a 
number of things, including temperature, 

voltage, and how hard the volume is 
driving them. While solid-state amps 

have effectively eliminated these 
inhibitions, it is still possible to cook 
those amps’ circuitry and need a new 

transformer after a while.

Tip #7 
Smoking ruins the intimacy

Smoke is the bane of all electronics; 
deposits of tar and other non-

conducive chemicals end up on the 
circuitry and components of the 

gadget and then it’s “au revoir” to the 
product. While it is not as effective 
against guitars, it is very effective 

on amplifiers and will destroy them 
in a short amount of time. So if you 
smoke, do so away from the gear or 

you’ll regret it!
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